
                                                
  
CITY OF AMERICAN FALLS  
PLANNING AND ZONING MINUTES 
March 11,2026 
6:00 P.M. 
 
 
 Present: Iain Snider, Gary Fergison, Gregg Miller, R.J. Hawkes, Ron 
Anderson. 
 
Attorney: Jared Fluckinger. 
P&Z Adm: Jeff Nelson. 
 
Guests: Check Fenton, Kevin Mickelson, John Blair, Jon Schutte, Lance 
Funk, Celia Klassen, Margaret Mickelson, Gina Teague, Robert Teague, 
Marvin Fehringer, Kathy Fehringer, TJ Burry, Ladonna Torres, Alan Torres,  
Andy Povey, Jesse Eastesen, Alex Toylor, Riley Hallett, Nikki Fund, Wade 
Povey. 
  
Minutes: Motion by Ferguson second by Anderson to approve minutes from 
February 11, 2026, All in favor. 
 
Hearing for Lance Funk to put a Potato Starch Plant in his building 2765 
Fairgrounds Rd. Chairmen Miller asked if any of the bored members have a 
conflict there were none, Miller asked Nelson for a report and if all the 
required notices have been followed Nelson all fees are paid and all 
notification has been done. Miller closes meeting and opens hearing at 6:05 
and tells public talk is limited to 3 minutes Lance gets up, and Miller asks 
him to tell the board about what he is doing, Lance says its Idaho Potato 
Starch with him Chuck, Jason, and Shane have been working the process for 
8 years Lance asked for any questions, This is new technology  from the 
Netherlands it uses low grade potatoes to make starch and puts it in 2,000 
Pound shacks should run 25 trucks a day in and out all the equipment will be 
contained inside the building, the City has requested a holding pond, that 
will be cleaned daily to try to eliminate the smell he has been with Deq. And 
they do not require a permit at this time; at the request of the city he will be 
required to replace 2 Pumps at the Hirning sewer lift station to discharge 
water into. For water they have two industrial wells they can use for 
production. Chairman Miller then asked if those present had any comment. 



John Blair has concerns about the discharge and odor from the pond if you 
get rid of the pond he has no problem with the plant, Chuck tells him they 
will be washing the pond every day. Marla order control concern and about 
the Cities ability to shut the plant down if it gets bad, she is just concerned 
about the smell, Jim Helerson asked is the treatment plant at the city going to 
get hurt. The city says it can handle the added water if there are no solids in 
it. Miller asked about the steam coming out of the pipe and asked if F.A.A. 
had been notified Lance, his son has applied for that and DEQ says the plant 
is small enough they don’t need a permit. The city says they can do away 
with the pond if they deliver what they say the water will be no problem. 
Miller asked the board if they had any comment, Ferguson his biggest 
concern is the wastewater treatment plant that there is nothing in the water 
that will hurt it. No more questions Miller calls for a motion Ferguson 
Motion to allow with the condition that all DEQ, EPA and FFA 
requirements are Followed along with the requirements of the designers of 
the plant and the city Second by Anderson all in favor motion passes. 
 
Building report. 


